
Workshop Schedule 
 

Thursday, October 25th, 2018 
_____________________________________________________________ 

8:45 a.m. - 9:45 a.m. 

Keynote Performance 
Dallas Brass 

 
Armory 

____________________________________________________________ 
 

10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 
_____________________________________________________________ 

Harmony Bridge: Connecting Students to the Community through Small 
Ensembles 
Dallas Brass 

 
Developed by Michael Levine of the Dallas Brass, Harmony Bridge is an innovative and 
practical approach to establishing a small ensemble component within the school band 

program. It focuses on building musical independence, connectivity with audiences, 
self-esteem, social skills, compassion, and character.   

 
Armory 

_____________________________________________________________ 
Beginning with Early Childhood Music and Movement 

Erin Zaffini, Keene State College 
 

Children’s aptitude for music fluctuates greatly from birth to age seven. Come learn 
how to make the most of these early years by learning to teach music to our youngest 

students through developmentally appropriate music and movement activities. 
Participants will sing, chant, dance, play with scarves, bean bags, and simple rhythm 
instruments—all the tools to ensure a recipe for success in the early childhood music 

classroom! 
 

Pemigewasset 
_____________________________________________________________ 

 



_____________________________________________________________ 
 

10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 
_____________________________________________________________ 

Our Favorite Rounds with AJ Coppola and the CES Choir 
Aj Coppola, Campton Elementary School 

 
The Campton Elementary School Fifth Grade Chorus will present some of their favorite 
rounds for warm-up, performance, and just for fun singing! Chorus is required for fifth 

graders, and everyone has a favorite round! The performance will also explore 
warm-ups, partner songs, techniques to get everyone singing and unaccompanied 

repertoire. From folk songs to new works, if you have an elementary school chorus you 
won't want to miss this! 

 
Piscataquog 

_____________________________________________________________ 
Canjo’s in the Classroom 

Denise Bondi and Kim Smith, Valley View Community School 
 

Come make a canjo!!!  Learn how the students at Valley View Community School, 
through Project Based Learning meet many NCAS standards.  Come hear how Denise 

Bondi and Kimberly Smith, music and art educators from Farmington, have 
collaborated with CB Gitty music supply in Rochester to outfit each 3rd grader with 
their own canjo kit.  In this session you will also hear how visual arts is integrated by 
allowing each student to design and paint an art history inspired image (that they 

personalized) on their can. At the close of the session we will raffle off canjo’s to 5 lucky 
participants! 

 
Merrimack Room 

_____________________________________________________________ 
Eye Training: How to Use Visual Information Insightfully 

Jay Stoltzfus, The College of St. Rose 
 

Direct parallels between reading comprehension in language and reading 
comprehension in music will be highlighted. The session will address the role of visual 
information in the music reading process (distinctive visual features of music notation 
trigger recall of familiar aural information) and will include supporting research and 

audience participation. 
 

Contocook Room 
_____________________________________________________________ 

 



_____________________________________________________________ 
 

10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 
_____________________________________________________________ 
Student Workshop: What’s Next? Your Musical Path 

Beyond High School 
39th Army Band 

 
Nine Star Brass, from the NH Army National Guard Band  will perform and discuss the 
many different opportunities, including the National Guard Band , to continue playing 
music after the high school years.   Members will share their own paths, their current 

"day jobs", and there will be plenty of time for student questions and answers. 
 

Stark Room 
_____________________________________________________________ 

Incorporating Improvisation into the Orchestral Classroom 
Tom Pritchard, Cranston, Rhode Island 

 
The ability to improvise is becoming one of the most important skills that a string 

musician can have in their toolbox. Unfortunately, orchestral pedagogy has historically 
included little instruction in the way of how to train improvising string players. In this 

workshop, we will work on how to create a curriculum that includes sequential 
improvisation instruction in jazz, pop, classical, modern, and fiddle styles with the goal 
of creating versatile improvisers. Whether you’re an experienced improviser or brand 

new, bring your instrument and join the fun! 
 

Dartmouth Room 
_____________________________________________________________ 

Move Well, Make Music 
Susan Wilkes, Manchester West High School 

 
Self-care and injury prevention for musicians begins with focused attention on moving 
well, whether as an instrumentalist or vocalist. We will be Incorporating principles of 

Alexander Technique developed through the  Andover Educators organization as Body 
Map. Gather with other musicians to explore fundamental and specialized care of your 

body alignment and best foundations for individual musical technique. Excellent 
refresher course. 

 
Hawthorne Room 

_____________________________________________________________ 
 



_____________________________________________________________ 
 

10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 
_____________________________________________________________ 
What’s the Buzz: State Update from the NH Dept. of 

Education 
Marcia McCaffrey, Arts Consultant, NH Department of Education 

 
Learn and discuss the latest news and activities stemming from the NH Dept. of 

Education. This interactive session will explore music opportunities in Title IV-A; NH 
Arts Competencies and Standards; Performance Assessment in Music; and share 

compelling national and state interests. 
 

Frost Room 
_____________________________________________________________ 

More than Arrangements: How Noteflight Can Improve 
your Rehearsals 

Corinne Stevens Devereaux, Noteflight 
 

Noteflight is the perfect tool to help your ensemble members learn their parts, expand 
their warm-ups and practice scales, improve their sight-reading, and practice 

independently outside of coachings and lessons. Not only is it the best notation 
software for making your arrangements, but with Noteflight Learn you can collaborate 

with your performers, compose, share scores, and make recordings. Learn how to 
optimize your rehearsals, organize your sheet music, and go paperless! 

 
Webster Room 

_____________________________________________________________ 
 
   



___________________________________________________________ 
 

11:15 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. 
_____________________________________________________________ 
The ABC’s of Creating an LGBTQ-Inclusive Classroom 

Stephen Paparo, University of Massachusetts Amherst 
Co-sponsored by NH ACDA 

 
Though the music classroom is often regarded as a “safe space,” those who identify as 

lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, or queer (LGBTQ) often feel marginalized and 
excluded. This session will help participants understand sexual and gender identities as 
well as best-practices for creating welcoming and inclusive classrooms for all students. 

 
Pemigewasset Room 

_____________________________________________________________ 
Chamber Music for the Busy Band 

Lyndsay Boysen, Southern New Hampshire University 
 

Creating a curricular chamber music program within your large 
ensemble. 

 
Piscataquog Room 

_____________________________________________________________ 

Primary Music Fun with Mr. Graff! 
Eric Graff, Golden Brook School, Windham, NH 

 
A feast of fun music activities that I have used in my Primary Level classroom for 20 

years now! We’ll dance, act out short musical plays, learn picture book to music 
connections, and I’ll even tell a story or two! Bring a pair of lummi sticks if you have 

them, and wear comfy clothes! 
 

Merrimack Room 
_____________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 

 
 



_____________________________________________________________ 
 

11:15 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. 
_____________________________________________________________ 

Getting Your Jazz Students To Hear It All! 
David Schumacher, Pentucket Regional School District 

 
Ear training is often an underdeveloped thread in our Jazz curricula, yet essential for 
success. I've designed a program that tied into my educator evaluation, and took my 

students from hearing triads, to transcribing without a reference instrument. I will 
discuss implementation of the curriculum, and illustrate the practical results. 

 
Contocook Room 

_____________________________________________________________ 
Music in Our Schools Month: How Can the Army Band 

Support You? 
39th Army Band 

 
Members of Nine Star Brass from the NH Army National Guard Band  will outline the 

many different ways they can support your celebration of Music In Our Schools Month! 
The possibilities include professional musicians "sitting in" with your students, school 
performances with question and answer periods, combined performances with your 
students, and more!  Come find out how the Army Band  can inspire and enrich your 

MIOSM celebration! 
 

Stark Room 
_____________________________________________________________ 

How to Teach Idiomatic Fiddling 
Tom Pritchard, Cranston, Rhode Island 

 
So, you just bought a new fiddle arrangement for your orchestra. You pull out your 

instruments and start playing through them. After a bit of playing, you stop and 
wonder, “Why don’t they sound like fiddle players? They’re playing everything that’s 

written on the page!” Come and learn how to make your students sound like true 
fiddle players, be the style bluegrass, celtic, or even jazz. You will learn how to 

learn/teach a tune to a heterogeneous class, incorporate authentic fiddling into your 
classroom, and find high quality fiddle teaching resources. Make sure to bring your 

instrument! 
 

Dartmouth Room 
_____________________________________________________________ 

 



_____________________________________________________________ 
 

11:15 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. 
_____________________________________________________________ 

Student Workshop: The Health Musician’s Body: A 
Balancing Act 

Susan Wilkes, Manchester West High School 
 

Musicians move for a living! Our conscious as well as unconscious movements affect 
our ability to be creative, compassionate and effective musicians and teachers. This 

workshop explores the habits of balance in our physical bodies through simple 
principles of structural integrity and mindfulness about habits relating to our wellbeing. 

Appropriate for all musicians. 
 
 

Hawthorne Room 
_____________________________________________________________ 

Teaching Guitar Through Popular Music Education 
Scott Burstein, Little Kids Rock 

 
A workshop/demonstration of modern band music – culturally relevant music of 

students taught through approximation, music acquisition theory, and social equity. 
Participants will learn to play guitar through popular music, focusing on reading 

through iconographic notation, utilize improvisation, and demonstrate how all people 
are musical and can enjoy playing through familiar repertoire. 

 
Frost Room 

_____________________________________________________________ 
Move Over, Mozart: Engaging Students with Music 

Creation 
Corinne Stevens Devereaux, Noteflight 

 
Today’s student is a tech-savvy inhabitant of the digital world; we can tap into this skill 

set to engage our students in the classroom. We will discuss how to seamlessly 
integrate music technology into music classes at any level, and how to breathe life into 

your classes with student creations. 
 

Webster Room 
_____________________________________________________________ 

 
 



_____________________________________________________________ 

Lunch  
12:15 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

Armory 
_____________________________________________________________ 

UNH Ensembles Concert  
1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

Armory 
_____________________________________________________________ 

 

2:15 p.m. - 3:15 p.m. 
_____________________________________________________________ 

UNH Reading Sessions 
 

 
Armory 

_____________________________________________________________ 
Hands-On Percussion 

co-sponsored by NHBDA 
Ken Clark, Timberlane High School 

 
Come and review basic playing and teaching methods on percussion instruments. 

Drum pads and drum sticks will be provided for those wishing to play. Learn how to 
teach proper stick grip while revisiting some of the most important rudiments. Review 
tambourine, triangle, and crash cymbal techniques. Discuss ideas for keeping students 
engaged during rehearsals. Ken teaches the percussionists at the Timberlane Regional 

middle and high schools. 
 

Pemigewasset Room 
_____________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
_____________________________________________________________ 

 
2:15 p.m. - 3:15 p.m. 

_____________________________________________________________ 

Music for All – for Life: Perspectives, Options, and 
Strategies to Enhance a Lifelong Pursuit of Music 

Dr. Jay Stoltzfus, Dr. Keith Kaiser, and Yvonne Allen 
 

Music education is appropriately and increasingly placing emphasis on the ideals of 
Music for All–for Life. Ideas for creating programs that foster independence and 
lifelong participation - with a goal of serving others (including the Finnish music 

education model and the Harmony Bridge Program) will be discussed. 
 

Merrimack Room 
_____________________________________________________________ 

Keep it Moving: Traditional World Dances 
Rachel Gibson, Westfield State University 

 
Come engage in folk dances from a variety of world cultures that are suitable for 

elementary and middle school music classrooms. Enhance your curriculum with joyous 
movement activities that promote socialization, responsive movement, and fun! 

 
Contocook Room 

_____________________________________________________________ 
Middle School Repertoire Remix: New Twists on 

Programming for Adolescent Voices 
 

Stephen Paparo, University of Massachusetts Amherst 
Co-sponsored by NH ACDA 

 
This reading session will offer a smorgasbord of repertoire and strategies for 

programming for middle school voices. 
 
 

Stark Room  
_____________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 



_____________________________________________________________ 
 

2:15 p.m. - 3:15 p.m. 
_____________________________________________________________ 

Teaching Ukulele Through Popular Music Education 
Scott Burstein, Little Kids Rock 

 
A workshop/demonstration of modern band music – culturally relevant music of 

students taught through approximation, music acquisition theory, and social equity. 
Participants will learn to play ukulele through popular music, focusing on reading 

through iconographic notation, utilize improvisation, and demonstrate how all people 
are musical and can enjoy playing through familiar repertoire. 

 
Dartmouth Room  

_____________________________________________________________ 
Teaching Using a 5-string Violin 

Tom Pritchard, Cranston, Rhode Island 
 

That 5-string is so cool, but how do I play it? What types of music can I use it for? Are 
there any pieces written for it? How can I include it in my teaching? Come learn about 
how to modified the techniques and pedagogy of playing a regular 4-string instrument 

in order to play a 5-string. We will work on examples of repertoire from Bluegrass to 
Bach (yes, Bach!) and how to use a five string-violin to teach an orchestra class or 

private students. Bring your 5-string or try one out here! 
 

Hawthorne Room 
_____________________________________________________________ 

Jazz 
 
 

TBA 
 

Frost Room 
_____________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 



_____________________________________________________________ 
 

2:15 p.m. - 3:15 p.m. 
_____________________________________________________________ 

Retaining the Tech-Savvy Generation 
John Mlynczak, Noteflight 

 
Students today are highly engaged with technology, both at home and in school. How 
do we utilize technology to recruit and retain music students in band programs? John 

Mlynczak will discuss current trends in student technology, demonstrate how to 
seamlessly integrate music technology lessons into a music class at any level, and 

provide a range of solutions for utilizing technology to increase student engagement 
and retention. 

 
Webster Room 

_____________________________________________________________ 

3:15 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. 
Afternoon Snack  

Armory 
_____________________________________________________________ 

 

3:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
_____________________________________________________________ 

Eliciting Expressivity: A Choral Conducting Masterclass 
Sandra Howard, Keene State College 

 
This choral conducting masterclass will direct participants to elicit increased singer 
expressivity through communicative gesture. Participants will lead an excerpt from 
David Childs’ “I Am Not Yours” (SSAA, Santa Barbara Music Publishing 568) and 

receive feedback for application. The Keene State College Chamber Singers will serve 
as the demonstration choir. 

 
Armory 

_____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 



_____________________________________________________________ 
 

3:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
_____________________________________________________________ 

Peer Evaluation in the Instrumental Ensemble 
 Dr. Heather Cote, Westwood Public Schools 

 
Giving students the opportunity to assess each other as well as the ensemble can be a 
powerful tool for student learning, as well as demonstrate student centered learning 

and student engagement in your classroom. This session will provide examples of how 
to engage students in their own assessment in both an individual and group scenario. 

 
Pemigewasset Room 

_____________________________________________________________ 

Aural and Visual Identification of Common Saxophone 
Repairs 

Miles DeCastro and Casey Grev, The Crane School of Music, SUNY Potsdam 
 

How to identify (and fix!) common saxophone problems in your band room: 
perspectives from the performer and repair technician. 

 
Piscataquog Room 

_____________________________________________________________ 
Diversity Issues in Music Education 

Edward Doyle, Manchester Central High School 
 

This is a session to focus on topics that music teachers often find difficult to address. 
Discussions will center on cultural sensitivity, and implicit biases held by those in 

power. Emphasis will be placed on the difficult role that race holds in predominantly 
white communities, such as those in New Hampshire. Teaching tips and suggestions 
will be presented, with a hopeful vision for the future of education. Please come with 

an open mind, and a respect for differing viewpoints. 
 

Merrimack Room 
_____________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 



_____________________________________________________________ 
 

3:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
_____________________________________________________________ 
The Distance Dilemma: Teaching Percussion from the 

Podium 
Danielle Moreau, University of New Hampshire 

 
“The Distance Dilemma: Teaching Percussion from the Podium” is designed to offer 

band directors tools for combating common challenges with percussion sections, 
leading to more productive rehearsals and student longevity. Topics will include 
identifying/correcting technique issues, tone production, curriculum structure, 

implement suggestions, warm-up materials, and resource guides. 
 

Contocook Room 
 

Staying in the Profession: Making the Most of your Music 
Mentor 

Erin Zaffini, Keene State College 
 

Much like they do throughout their undergraduate preparation, student teachers and 
novice in-service music teachers need support to succeed as music educators. A music 
mentor can be an invaluable tool who can help you through the important first years of 
teaching. Come learn about helping maintain successful partnerships with your mentor, 
how to reach out for help, and how to continue to grow and sustain yourself as a new 
educator alongside a mentor so that you might ensure a long-lasting career in music 

education. 
 

Stark Room  
 

Popular Music Education and Modern Band 
Scott Burstein, Little Kids Rock 

  
This workshop-demonstration is centered on the belief that all people are musical, 

demonstrated quickly and in an enjoyable manner for all ages by leveraging the 
musical choices of the individual. This is achieved through performance of modern 
band – culturally relevant music of students taught through approximation, music 

acquisition theory, and social equity 
 

Dartmouth Room  
 



 
_____________________________________________________________ 

 
3:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

_____________________________________________________________ 

Musicality and Technicality in Private Instruction 
 Hannah Reitz, University of New Hampshire 

The purpose of this session is to discuss private teaching philosophy as applied to my 
home and college studio, and how this philosophy shapes my approach to setting up 

students, choosing repertoire, and coaching in performance. I will focus on a discussion 
of bow-hand instruction, and etudes/methodology to target problems. As time 

permits, I will also touch on vibrato and shifting and how I work with students on these 
skills. 

 
Hawthorne Room  

_____________________________________________________________ 

OWindStars by Nuvo: An Exciting New Pre-Band 
Approach 

Brittany Bauman, Nuvo Instruments 
 

Nuvo instruments were designed to help bridge the gap between recorder and 
band/orchestral instruments. However, the concept of “pre-band” is new and often 
teachers are not quite sure how to approach it. Come learn how to incorporate early 
instrumental skills into a general music classroom through the WindStars curriculum. 

Instruments will be provided for active participation. 
 

Frost Room  
_____________________________________________________________ 

Advocacy is Everyday 
John Mlynczak, Noteflight 

 
As educators, every action we take each day is an opportunity to advocate for music 

education. Our impact and stories are the most powerful tools we have to demonstrate 
the value of music in a child’s life. This session will demonstrate how to use each day to 

advocate for music education in a positive and powerful way. 
 

Webster Room 
_____________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 



 
PRESENTER BIOGRAPHIES 

 
Keynote Bio: Dallas Brass 
Since its founding in 1983 by Michael Levine, the Dallas Brass has become one of America’s 
foremost musical ensembles.  The group has established a unique blend of traditional brass 
instruments with a full complement of drums and percussion, which creates a performing entity 
of extraordinary range and musical challenges.  The Dallas Brass repertoire includes classical 
masterpieces, Dixieland, swing, Broadway, Hollywood and patriotic music. According to Mr. 
Levine, "a Dallas Brass concert is intended for the entire family.  Our ideal audience has a 
range in ages from 5 to 95.  Our goal is to entertain and enrich by playing great music, while 
showing our audience how much we enjoy what we do." 
In addition to their solo engagements, the Dallas Brass appears with symphony orchestras 
nationwide.  Symphonic credits include the Cincinnati Pops conducted by Erich Kunzel, New 
York Pops conducted by Skitch Henderson, and the Philly Pops conducted by Peter Nero.  The 
Dallas Brass has performed at Carnegie Hall, the John F. Kennedy Center in Washington, DC, 
and has toured overseas to Europe and the Far East.  They have shared the stage with the late 
Bob Hope, have performed for Presidents Gerald Ford and George H. W. Bush, have appeared 
on the CBS “Early Show,” and their music has been used numerous times on the television 
show, “The Young & The Restless.” 
The ensemble has released seven recordings:  Debut, Dallas Brass II, A Merry Christmas with 
Brass, Windborne, Nutcracker, American Songbook and American Musical Journey.  The Dallas 
Brass has a strong dedication to working with young musicians, frequently going into the public 
schools to present clinics and workshops for students of all ages. 
 
The 39th Army Band, New Hampshire Army National Guard can trace its lineage back 138 
years to its inception in Manchester in 1879. When activated for the Spanish American War, it 
was known as the Band Section, 1st Infantry, New Hampshire National Guard. During World 
War I, it became known as the Band Section for 1st Army Headquarters Regiment. During 
World War II, it was known as the band for 172nd Field Artillery, New Hampshire. Since 1947, it 
has been known by its current designation 39th Army Band New Hampshire Army National 
Guard. 
 
Yvonne Allen, a recently retired band director, was the recipient of a Fulbright 
Distinguished Award in Teaching in 2014-2015. 
 
Brittany Bauman is the Office Manager and Music Education Specialist for Nuvo Instrumental’s 
US office just outside of Boston, MA. Brittany spent the past six years teaching elementary 
general music and always felt that there was something missing in the gap between recorder 
and beginning band. 
With a Masters in Music Education from Kent State University, Brittany is currently involved with 
curriculum design and is actively involved in sharing these ideas and experiences with other 
teachers around the country. In collaboration with other educators, Brittany is working to 
implement a number of outreach initiatives at schools and community centers in the US where 
all children can have an opportunity to learn a musical instrument. To quote Nuvo’s goal, 
“More kids, more music, more fun!” 
 



Denise Bondi A music educator for over 12 years, Denise has taught general music PK-8 along 
with choral and instrumental programs around the Seacoast.  Currently Ms. Bondi is educator 
at Valley View Community School in Farmington, NH. Most recently, Denise has been inspired 
by the philosophy of John Feierabend that all people should learn to be “tuneful, beatful and 
artful” and has received a certificate in Conversational Solfege from John himself.  Ms. Bondi 
has an undergraduate degree from UNH in music education with flute studies under Professor 
Peggy Vagts, as well as a Master in Education: Curriculum and Instruction with a focus in 
Creative Arts in Learning from Lesley University.  Ms. Bondi shares, “When I chose to commit 
to such a young age in music education, I knew I had to put my desire to make a name for my 
school with an upper level ensemble aside.  But the joy I receive hearing 5 year olds find their 
singing voice and understand a composer's purpose at their heart level cannot be matched.”  
Lyndsay Boysen is currently on the adjunct faculty in the School of Education and the School of 
Arts and Sciences at Southern New Hampshire University.  Mrs. Boysen is also on staff at the 
University of New Hampshire where she oversees the Summer Youth Music School, UNH Clark 
Terry Jazz Festival and supervises student teachers. 
Previously, she served as Director of Bands at Belchertown High School in Belchertown, MA, 
where she conducted the wind ensemble, symphony band, concert band, and two percussion 
ensembles, as well as teaching AP Music Theory. During her tenure, her ensembles earned 
consistent gold ratings at state and national festivals and performed at the Massachusetts 
Music Educators Association Convention and in Boston’s Symphony Hall.  Prior to her position 
at BHS, she was the Director of Bands at Lebanon High School in Lebanon, NH. 
Boysen received her Master of Music in Wind Conducting from the University of Kansas where 
she studied with John Lynch, Scott Weiss, and David Clemmer.  While at KU, Boysen served as 
associate conductor of the KU Wind Ensemble, Symphonic Band, Concert Band, and the 
Helianthus New Music Ensemble.  She also served as a graduate teaching assistant with KU 
Marching Jayhawks.  She holds a Bachelor of Music in Music Education from the University of 
New Hampshire.  
Mrs. Boysen currently serves as Chairperson of the NHMEA Council for Band Education.  She 
has served on the executive board of the Massachusetts Music Educators Association (MMEA) 
and the Massachusetts Instrumental and Choral Conductors Association (MICCA) and was 
Chairperson of the MMEA-WD, Massachusetts Music Educators Association.  Boysen remains 
active as a guest conductor and clinician, appearing with high school and festival ensembles 
and conventions across the United States. 
 
Scott Burstein is the National Director of Teaching and Learning for the non-profit Little Kids 
Rock. His duties include managing Little Kids Rock’s musical content, curriculum, and 
professional development. He previously taught 12 years of public high school in Los Angeles, 
with subjects ranging from Marching Band to AP Music Theory. Scott studied music at the 
University of California, Santa Barbara, the Eastman School of Music, and received his DMA in 
Music Education at the University of Southern California. While primarily a guitarist, he has 
performed on a variety of instruments in the fields of classical music and jazz. 
 
Ken Clark has been teaching middle and high school bands in the Timberlane schools in 
Plaistow, NH since 1992. He was chosen to receive the first Outstanding Young Band Director 
award by the New Hampshire Band Directors' Association in 1995. Ken has adjudicated for and 
conducted the Maine Jazz All State Jazz Band and Jazz Combo. He has conducted the Maine 
District II Middle School Concert Band and Jazz Band as well as the Southern Maine Sixth 
Grade Festival Band. Ken has conducted the Massachusetts Northeast Middle School Honor 



Band and Jazz Band as well as the New Hampshire Middle School South Central Honors 
Concert Band. Ken has presented workshops for the All Eastern Music Festival (Baltimore), the 
New Hampshire and Rhode Island music educators conventions, The University of NH, Keene 
State College, as well as for the New England Band Director Institute at Plymouth University. 
Ken is the past president of the New Hampshire Band Directors' Association and is on the 
board of the New Hampshire Music Educators' Association where he is in his eighteenth year 
as Chairperson for the NH Jazz All-State Music Festival. 
 
AJ Coppola teaches band, chorus and general music at Campton Elementary School, a K-8 
school in Campton, New Hampshire. He graduated from Ithaca College in 2009 and received 
his Masters and Level III Kodály certificate from Colorado State University in 2015. He also 
teaches bassoon and Plymouth State, directs the Gilford Community Church Choir and sings 
with the New Hampshire Master Chorale, where he created the Children's Chorus Festival. In 
his free time, he plays video games. 
 
Heather Cote is currently the K-12 Director of Performing Arts for the Westwood Public Schools 
in Westwood, MA. She holds a Bachelor’s degree in music education from the Hartt School a 
Masters degree in theater education from Emerson College. and a D.M.A in Music Education 
at Boston University. As the current Performing Arts Director, Dr. Cote is responsible for the 
evaluation of 14 performing arts teachers. She has taught vocal, general and instrumental 
music at all levels K-12. She currently teaches at Westwood High School where she conducts 
the wind ensemble and concert band. 
 
Corinne Stevens Devereaux is the Music Education Specialist and Sales Manager for 
Noteflight, a browser-based music notation company beloved by musicians across the 
globe. Corinne has experience as a voice teacher both at the collegiate and secondary 
school levels, as well as within her private voice studio. She is no stranger to vocal 
ensembles, acting as singer, director and conductor in groups ranging from small 
madrigal choruses to large community and church choirs. She has her BA from 
Skidmore College, her Masters from the University of Tennessee Knoxville, and was 
active as an opera singer in productions throughout the US, Canada and Europe for 
more than a decade. 
 
Miles DeCastro has been the Instrument Repair Technician at The Crane School of Music, 
SUNY Potsdam since July of 2016. He also owns and operates North Country Winds, a 
woodwind specialty repair shop. Miles received his Certificate of Band Instrument Repair 
Technology from Renton Technical College in 2008 and his Bachelor of Music Education from 
Mansfield University in 2005. 
Miles has studied repair with Morrie Backun, is a Straubinger Certified Technician, a Yamaha 
Certified Sales Professional, has completed the Yamaha Service Advantage program, and led 
his former company to becoming a NAMM Top 100 Dealer four years in a row. 
 
Edward Doyle is currently in his 10th year at Manchester Central High School. He has 
earned a Bachelor’s Degree from the University of Massachusetts in 2002 and a Master’s 
Degree from the University of Michigan in 2009. He also has influenced arts advocacy as a 
Manchester Arts Commissioner. He was recognized in 2015 by the NH Union Leader as a “40 
Under Forty” recipient. His sabbatical for the 2017-18 school year led to participation in the 



NH Leadership Learning Exchange for Equity and the Executive Program in Arts & Culture 
Strategy through the National Arts Strategies program out of the University of Pennsylvania. 
 
Dr. Rachel Gibson is an Associate Professor of Music Education at Westfield State University in 
Massachusetts and holds a Ph.D. in Music Education from the University of Washington. She is 
a specialist in early childhood and elementary music education and has completed four levels 
of Kodaly training at Portland State University. She recently completed a seven-month 
sabbatical in Guatemala and Nicaragua where she engaged in folk song collection. Prior to her 
current position, Dr. Gibson taught K-6 general and choral music for 12 years in New York, 
Connecticut, and Washington State. 
 
Casey Goodwin is a senior lecturer and Director of Athletic Bands at the University of New 
Hampshire where she teaches undergraduate courses in the areas of conducting and music 
education and directs the Wildcat Marching Band, Concert Band, and Beast of the East Pep 
Band. Additionally, she is a faculty member and assistant coordinator of the Summer Youth 
Music School (SYMS). Prior to her appointment at UNH, Goodwin was the Director of 
Instrumental Music at Marshwood High School in South Berwick, Maine. She currently serves as 
a director on the board of the New Hampshire Music Educators Association. 
 
Eric Graff has been teaching music for 20 years now, filling young people’s minds with a love 
for movement, singing, and of course, whacking stuff!!! He has spent most of those years in 
Windham, jumping around like a crazy-man with six and seven year olds at the Golden Brook 
School. Eric received his Bachelor’s in Music Education from Plymouth 
State College (Not University) and his Master’s in Creative Arts In Learning 
from Lesley University at and old chicken farm in Raymond. He enjoys long 
walks along the beach and relaxing sunsets with an umbrella drink in his 
hand. 
 
Casey Grev is Assistant Professor of Saxophone at the Crane School of Music. As a chamber 
musician, Dr. Grev performs regularly with the Viridian Saxophone Quartet and the Protean 
Duo. He has received awards at the Coleman, Fischoff, Music Teachers National Association, 
and North American Saxophone Alliance Chamber Music Competitions. Dr. Grev received both 
his Masters and Doctoral degrees from Michigan State University, where he was a recipient of 
the University Distinguished Fellowship and studied with Joseph Lulloff. Dr. Grev’s 
undergraduate degrees in Music Education and Music Performance are from Ohio State 
University, where he studied with James Hill. 
 
Dr. Sandra Howard is an Associate Professor of Music at Keene State College where she is 
Coordinator of Music Education and Choirs. Howard earned a BM in Music Education and MM 
in Vocal Performance from University of Maine and an Interdisciplinary PhD Music 
Education/Curriculum & Instruction from University of Missouri-Kansas City. Dr. Howard has 
worked with singers of all ages ranging from preschoolers to senior citizens. Howard’s research 
has been presented at regional and national conferences for NAfME, ACDA, SRME, SMTE, and 
at the ISME international conference. She is a NHMEA Past-President, NHACDA Treasurer and 
on the Music Educators Journal Editorial Committee. 
 
Keith Kaiser is a Professor of Music Education at Ithaca College. 
 



Marcia McCaffrey, Arts Consultant, New Hampshire Department of 
Education—Works with teachers to bring quality arts learning to New Hampshire 
students. Her work focuses on policy, assessment, and leadership development in 
arts education at the state and national level. Marcia was president of the State 
Education Agency Directors of Arts Education (SEADAE) and represented 
SEADAE on the National Coalition for Core Arts Standards Leadership Team. Her 
work for the coalition included facilitating team meetings to complete the 2014 
National Core Arts Standards. She holds a MA in Dance Education from Teachers 
College, Columbia University and degrees in Elementary and Physical Education. 
 
John Mlynczak offers an extensive range of experiences in music education and is a 
frequent national clinician. Mr. Mlynczak is President of the Technology Institute of Music 
Educators and Managing Director of Noteflight, a Hal Leonard company. John also teaches 
Graduate courses at VanderCook College and Boston University Online, and a Google Level-2 
Certified Educator. Mr. Mlynczak is a passionate advocate for music education and technology, 
serving on the NAMM State Advocacy Coalition, the NAfME Advocacy Leadership Force, and 
is Advocacy Chairman for the Massachusetts Music Educators Association. Mr. Mlynczak holds 
degrees in music education, music performance, and educational leadership. 
 
Dr. Danielle Moreau is a performer and educator in northern New England. She serves on staff 
for the University of New Hampshire Wildcat Marching Band and as percussion specialist of the 
Westbrook School District in Maine. As percussionist of the internationally-recognized Moreau | 
VanTuinen Duo, she has presented at the University of Southern Maine, Northern Arizona 
University, Central Michigan University, and the International Women’s Brass Conference. 
Danielle earned a Doctor of Musical Arts and Master of Music degree in Percussion 
Performance from Arizona State University and a 
Bachelor of Music in Music Education degree from the University of New Hampshire.  
 
Tom Pritchard began his musical journey at age ten when he started playing viola 
with his school orchestra. Since then, he has fostered a deep passion for playing and 
teaching music. 
Tom earned his Bachelors of Music Education from the University of Rhode Island. 
and his Masters in Music Education from VanderCook College of Music. His thesis 
topic was about how to play and teach using a five-string violin. He is in his seventh 
year of teaching orchestra and is currently working in Cranston, Rhode Island. 
He is a board member for both the Massachusetts String Teacher Association and 
the Rhode Island Bluegrass Alliance and performs with numerous bands, including 
“Lizzie James and the Greystone Rail”, voted Motif Magazine’s “Best Rhode Island Bluegrass 
Band” for 2016 and 2017. www.fivestringfiddler.com 
 
Dr. Stephen A. Paparo is Associate Professor of Music Education (Choral Specialist) 
at the University of Massachusetts Amherst and a Guild Certified Practitioner of the 
Feldenkrais Method® of somatic education. He is active as a guest conductor and 
regularly presents at international, national, and state conferences. He currently 
serves as President for the Massachusetts chapter of the American Choral Directors 
Association. His research interests include the application of the Feldenkrais 
Method to singing instruction, non-traditional choral ensembles, and LGBTQ studies 
in music education. He is published in leading journals and his compositions for 



beginning choirs are published by Alfred Music. 
 
David Schumacher is an 18-year educator and Director of Jazz for the Pentucket 
Regional School District. His students have earned first place finishes and superior & 
outstanding musicianship awards at the Berklee Jazz Festival, spots in All-State and All-National 
ensembles, Gold medals in MAJE competition, and entrance into top music schools including 
Berklee, New School, and NEC. Schumacher is a commissioned composer whose NYC Jazz 
Orchestra received critical acclaim and designation as CD Baby's editor's choice and top 10 
jazz album of 2009. Published contributions include JazzTimes and JazzEd magazines, and the 
MMEA Journal. Schumacher holds a MM in Jazz Studies from NEC with high honors and 
distinction in performance, and a BM in Composition from Michigan State University. His 
primary teachers were Bob Brookmeyer and Branford Marsalis. 
 
Kimberly J.B. Smith is a seasoned art educator who teaches at the Valley View Community 
School in Farmington N.H. (PreK - Grade 3), the Wolfeboro Summer Boarding School (9 - 12) 
where she runs the visual art program which includes a ceramics studio. Smith holds an M.Ed. 
in Neurodevelopment and finds collaboration with colleagues to be very inspirational. Smith is 
a practicing artist whose mixed media sculptures and altered book work is shown around New 
England. She is juried member of the New England Sculptors Association and a member of 
WCANH, the Newburyport Artists Association and other groups.. Smith teaches workshops on 
mixed media sculpture and altered book making.  
 
Jay Stoltzfus is an Assistant Professor of Music Education at The College of Saint Rose in 
Albany, NY. He holds degrees from Mansfield University (B.M. & M.A.) and the University of 
Rochester’s Eastman School of Music (PhD). Dr. Stoltzfus is active as a guest conductor and 
clinician, and he continues to investigate the role of improvisation and composition in the 
music reading process in an attempt to provide future adults with a skill set that will help keep 
them connected to music in meaningful ways. 
 
Susan Wilkes With choral and instrumental teaching experiences in high schools for more than 
2 decades in Vermont and NH, Susan Wilkes brings insights about the ways that we can learn 
and embody ANY STYLE of music with energy, focus and physical freedom. She earned a BA in 
Music Education and teaching certificate in Special Education from Westfield State College, 
and Master of Music degree in Conducting at U.Mass Lowell. While teaching music at West HS 
in Manchester, she is also completing a Masters in Health Arts and Sciences at Goddard 
College, is a trainee in Bodymapping, and a flautist in the Music for Therapeutic Healing and 
Transition Program. She is also a certified health coach (IIN)and yoga trainee through 
ChildLight Yoga. 
 
Dr. Erin Zaffini is an adjunct music and music education professor at Keene State 
College, where she supervises student teachers, and teaches undergraduate music 
courses in general music education, music curriculum and assessment, and adaptive 
music. She is also a faculty member for the University of New Hampshire’s 
Professional Development Department, where she teaches in-service teachers how 
to integrate music and movement into their classroom, as well as teaches Early 
Childhood Music and Movement. She has taught preK-8 general music, choral 
music, instrumental music, hand bell ensemble, and musical theatre. She is an active 
clinician around the country, serves as the Eastern Division Representative for 



NAfME’s General Music Council, is the Collegiate Coordinator, General Music Chair 
and Mentor Chair for the New Hampshire Music Educators Association, and sits on 
the Advisory Committee for the Music Educators Journal. Additionally, she is project 
leader for instituting music educator mentor training within the Society for Music 
Teacher Education. Dr. Zaffini is the recipient of the Keene State College Excellence 
in Teaching and Excellence in Performance Awards. She has recently published 
articles in General Music Today, Music Educators Journal and Update: Applications 
of Research in Music Education. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


